Context of I Timothy 2:12  ( PUBLIC WORSHIP 
Context of verse 12 begins with verse 9

I Tim 2:9  In like manner, also…

Depends on “I will” in verse 8 for full meaning.

Just as Paul was careful to give specific instructions to the men concerning their role in the public assembly of worship, so he now in turn does the same thing for women, hence, in like manner also.

While the particular subject addressed to the men was prayer, the particular subject addressed to the women was twofold, namely, their dress and teaching.  The word also shows that both the application to the public assembly of worship and the expression of I will of v. 8 apply with equal force to the subsequent instructions to women.

Now, we need to confirm that Paul indeed was addressing the worship service with is instructions in verse 8.
8. I will therefore that men pray everywhere

After setting forth reasons for praying for all men (continuity), Paul here resumes with the subject of prayer formerly introduced in v. 1.

Paul’s use of the word men in this chapter, in the Greek text, evidences his reference to public worship.  The word “men” in verse 1 is generic – “of a human, male or female”

The word “men” in this verse is from Greek word which is NEVER used of the female sex; it stand in distinction from a woman.  Thus, Paul restricts the praying here under consideration to the male members of the congregation.  Obviously, the reference is to a leadership role.  Men only are to lead in the prayers of the assembly of the saints.

Lenski says, “in verse 8, ‘the men’ are in contrast with all who are women.  This difference is not felt in English, but in the Greek this is plain.  The men only, and no women whatever, are to do the praying in the public worship of the congregation.”  
